THE IMPERIAL CITY OF PRIZREN
SERBIAN ORTHODOX AND HISTORICAL
HERITAGE

Dear passenger,
You set foot on the threshold of the eternal city of Prizren, opened the gates of the museum. In it, every
stone has its own history, each sacred has its past and the murmur of the river Bistrica and shardivan sing the
most beautiful song of bygone times.
Prizren is located in southern Metohija in the Prizren basin. The city is situated at an altitude of 412–500
m, and the area between the hill Cvilen (1381m), mountain Osljak (2212m), Pastrik (1978m) and Koritnik
(2395m) and the mountain range of the Shar-mountain.
At the time of the Roman Empire, in the wider area of Prizren was the Roman Theranda. For the first time in wri
tten sources, Prizren is mentioned in 1019, in the charter od Byzantine emperor Basil II as Prizdrijana (Призрѣнь).
In the Middle Ages, during the reign of Emperor Dusan, Prizren was the most powerful commercial city.
During the Ottoman rule it was mentioned as one of the most beautiful and richest town in European Turkey,
and from the nineteenth century grew into a cultural and commercial center of this part of the Balkan Peninsula.
As a rich trade center Prizren has always been attractive to invaders, travelers, masons, merchants and creators, rulers. In this region, the rulers of Serbian dynasty Nemanjic, tirelessly built their endowments.At the time
of Serbian Emperor Dusan the Mighty, in the territory of Kosovo and Metohija were about 1,300 monasteries
and churches of which over 100 in Prizren. Church architecture has suffered the greatest damage during the
reign of the Ottoman Empire during the World Wars, but also at the beginning of this century...
In the area of Prizren and the surrounding area,in whole or in part,a number of Orthodox shrines have been
preserved over the centuries. Some of them were
turned into mosques during the Turkish rule (church
of St. Nicholas – Korac from the XIV. Terza-quarter,
St. Athanasius in Kaljaja, St. Epiphany at Maras, St.
Jelena on the right bank of the Bistrica), or overbuilt
and plastered to mosques (Church of the Transfiguration with the court of Emperor Dusan under
Mehmed-pasha mosque, St. Anne in Pantelija below
Mustafa Pasha mosque, while the deserted church of
St. Demetrius, founded by King Dragutin from the
XIII century, after the Crimean War, through France,
was assigned and overbuilt and plastered to catholic Church St. Virgin Mary). The remains of some
churches are still visible (the church of St. Peter on
the left bank of the Bistrica near the Bogoslovija,
Church of St. Thomas below Kaljaja, the church of St.
Procopius in Pantelija) while many other churches
remained somewhere underground (the church of
St. Vlasi, St. Elias monastery St. Barbara), or in the
foundations of other buildings (under the foundations of the hotel Theranda – church of St. Stefan,
endowment of serbian king Milutin) and knowing of
their existence is preserved in historical documents.
In the Prizren are preserved about 10 churches. All
have perished during the attacks by albanian extremists on the Serb population and the Serbian Orthodox Churches during the March 2004 pogrom. Their
restoration is in progress.
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1. Church of Virgin Ljeviska, 1307. year
2. Church of Saint Nicholas (Tutic) 1332.y
3. Church of St. Peter Koriski XIII cen.
(and Monastery of St. Mark, 1467. y)
4. Holy Archangels Monastery, 1343.y
5. Church of the Holy Saviour, 1348.y
6. Saint Nicholas (Rajko), 1348. y
7. Church of Holy Sunday, 1371. y
8. Church of St. Panteleimon, XIV cen
9. Church of St. George (Runović) XV cen.
10. Church of the Holy Healers, XIX cen.
11. Church of St. George, 1887. y
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CHURCH OF
VIRGIN
LJEVISKA

Endowment of serbian king Milutin, was built in 1307. y as a five-base church with inscribed cross
on the foundations of a Byzantine church from the IX–XI century. It is dedicated to the Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Before the Prizren river Bistrica changed its course, the church was in the
left part of the town Levisa, hence the name of Ljeviska. Vivid frescoes are among the most beautiful
murals in endowments of Nemanjic dynasty, painted by painter Astrapa, and masonry directed by the
chief architect Nikola.

King Stefan Uros II Milutin Nemanjic (1253–1321)
was one of the most powerful Serbian ruler and builder of
Serbian churches in the Middle Ages. His relics are, before
the Ottoman invasion in 1460., transferred to Sophia, to
the Church of the Holy Sunday, where they still are, which
is why it is called the Church of the Holy King.
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The most famous frescoes of the church of Virgin Ljeviska: Virgin Mary
with Christ; Chirst The savior of Prizren; King Milutin; Sava I, Simeon
Stefan Nemanja, Stefan the First Crowned and Stefan, son of Milutin; Virgin with Christ the Provider...
From the eighteenth century was used as the Juma (Friday) mosque.
Before the frescoes were damaged by hammer and covered with plaster,
unidentified Arab conqueror, on one wall of the narthex, impressed with
the figure of the Virgin, enrolled Hafizs verse: ”You belong in my sight”.
It becomes a church again in 1912, after the liberation of Prizren, and
in 1953 it was returned to its former appearance. Because of its importance
and the value of architecture and frescoes, it is included in UNESCO World
Cultural Heritage Site. On March 17, 2004 the church was set on fire and
badly damaged. Its restoration is in progress.
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CHURCH OF
SAINT NICHOLAS
(TUTIC)
Church of Saint Nicholas (Tutic), endowment of a
couple without offspring, Dragoslav (later, monk Nikola) Tutic and his wife Bela, was built in 1331/32. year.
Later known as the property of the monastery Decani.
Located in the center of Prizren, against the Orthodox
Church. The church is rectangular in plan small size
(4.80 to 3.00) with the apse and dome. The frescoes
were painted by the painters of Prizren workshop who
have painted icons as well, of which are preserved icon
of the Virgin Hodegetria and double Ljubizda icon.

The churchs longest preserved parts are frescoes
of the Assumption of the Virgin, fresco Betrayal of
Judas, the Transfiguration, Constantine and Helen,
Christ, the angel of the Grand Council, Baptism of
Christ, the Resurrection of Lazar...
The frescoes were severely damaged by arson in
the March 2004 pogrom. In 2012, restoration of the
burned frescoes was completed.
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CHURCH OF SAINT PETER KORISKI
Not far from Prizren, in the village of Korisa, there is a cave church where, in the
XIII century, Saint Peter Koriski lead an ascetic life. Above his miraculous relics, the
old man of Hilandar Gregory built a church in May 1343. and gave it to the emperor
Dusan to be the temporary seat of the Metropolitan. The Turks pulled it down in 1885
and from its material built mosque in Korisa. After the First Balkan War, the church
was rebuilt and again destroyed during World War II, and the Albanians finally pulled
it down in 1941. In the sixties of last century, foundations of the church were excavated
and preserved, and parts of frescoes which are among the oldest examples of medieval Serbian painting were found. The rest of the relics of St. Peter were tran
sferred to the monastery of Crna Reka, where he still rests.

MONASTERY OF SAINT MARK
Monastery of St. Mark, the property of the monastery of
St. Peter Koriski, was built by Prizrenians brothers Jovan
and Branko Vlahic in 1467. It was the only one that has
survived in the territory near Prizren during
the Ottoman rule, until Bulgarian occupation
in 1915, and further damaged during the XXI
century.
Valuable antiques were kept in monastery,
the old Serbian Gospel from 920., written on
the skin and so-called Prizren transcript of Dusan’s Code, which is considered closest to the
original from 1348. In the monastery was also
the tomb of the famous benefactor Sima Andrejevic Igumanov, whose brother was abbot
of the monastery.
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HOLY ARCHANGELS MONASTERY
Holy Archangels Monastery, founded by Serbian Emperor Dusan Stefan Nemanjic, is located on the
3rd kilometer of Prizren, in the canyon of the Bistrica river, beneath mountain Shara, also called ‘Gora
Krsna’ in the Middle Ages. It is located on a plateau beneath the Nemanjic fortress called Visegrad. In
this stone fortress was situated, at the time of King Milutin, the church of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker, treasury of Prizren diocese and refuge from enemy attack.
Emperor Dusan devoted his legacy in
1343, after the miraculous healing, to the
forces of heaven, Archangels Michael, Gabriel and Rafail.

Stefan Uros IV Dusan Nemanjic, also
known as Dusan the Mighty (around 1308
- 20 December 1355), son of King Stefan
Uros III of Decani, was the most powerful
ruler of the fourteenth century, the first and most powerful Serbian emperor. Dusan has significantly expanded the borders of the Serbian state to the south, all the way to the Gulf of Corinth. Serbian Church,
from the archbishopric rank rose to the rank of Patriarchate, hense
the first Serbian Patriarch Joanikije crowned him Emperor of the
Serbs, Romanians and Bulgarians in 1346. He is known for making the most important Serbian medieval legal act - Dusan’s Code.
He finished the legacy of his father - the monastery of Visoki Decani, and his endowment was the most important monastery of the
Holy Archangels near Prizren, where is his tomb.
8

This monastery was the site
of significant historical events.
According to tradition, during the
reign of Dusans, wine flowed from
Velika Hoca to the monastery.
The monastery icon
of the Holy Mother of Prizren
Proclamation of Dusan’s Code, Paja Jovanovic

The Turks occupied the monastery and caused it
harm in 1455. In 1615 Sinan Pasha lifted his mosque
in the center of Prizren of monastery carved stone.
In 1927 archaeologists led by Dr. Radoslav Grujic,
excavated remains of the monastery and the tomb
of Emperor Dusan. At the end of XX century mona
stery life is renewed. In June of 1999 fellowman of
the monastery, the monk Hariton, was kidnapped and
killed by Albanian extremists. During the riots in
March of 2004, the monastery was set on fire. Quarters of the monastery were restored in 2013.
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CHURCH
OF HOLY
SAVIOUR

Church of the Holy Savior, dedicated to the
Ascension of Christ, located below the fort of
Kaljaja, on the northern slopes of Potkaljaja. It
was founded by a nobleman Mladen Vladojevic
and his parents, who have inherited the right to
patronage over the church of St. Saviour. It was
first mentioned in 1348. in the charter of the
monastery of the Holy Archangels in which it is
said that the Emperor Dusan gave the Church of
St. Andrew in Ohrid to the founder in exchange
for the Church of Holy Saviour.
Rectangular in shape, with a dome, concise,
cruciform base. External facades are decorated
with rows of brick and flowstone and ceramicplastic cross-pots. The murals were created between 1330 -1340., during a rush of artistic creation in medieval Prizren.
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Small church in its composition, from the first half of the fourteenth century, is dedicated to the Ascension of Christ. In the second
half of the eighteenth century, the church of the Holy Trinity was
added. At the same time, a certain dervish tried to turn it into this
building but was prevented by brothers Misetovic.
The dispute around the church between Serbs and Cincars was
conducted from 1868 to 1874. at the Patriarchate in Constantinople.
From 1836 to 1912. Cincars took the care of the church. They were
raising pillars and walls around the small church with the intention to
make the largest church in Prizren. The frescoes were damaged over
the centuries and in a fire in 1882, when the masonry stopped. Until
1912 it served as a place of worship for Cincars and Serbs. It was set
on fire and badly damaged in March 2004, together with other churches and Serbian houses in Potkaljaja. Its restoration is in progress.
Patron Saint’s day is one of the main characteristics of Serbian Orthodoxy, unbroken
tradition from the time of Christianisation
until now, that has been passed from father
to son. On the day of the patron saint Serbs
commemorate the patron saint, who is also a
link with the ancestors. For the Patron Saint’s
day cake, boiled corn, red wine and candles
are prepared. Each temple is dedicated to a
saint or a holiday, and on that day the church
celebrates the Patron Saint’s day. Prizren Pat
ron Saint’s day cake is well known for its
beauty and richness of decoration.
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CHURCH OF HOLY SUNDAY
Church of the Holy Sunday from 1371, the endowment of the young king Marko (Mrnjavcevic) is dedicated to the Presentation of the Virgin. It is located in a
suburb of Kaljaja fortress.
The remains of the Virgin Mary church were discovered in 1966, below the recent dilapidated church of the
Holy Sunday. In the church was found about a dozen
square meters of the remains of frescoes from the fourteenth century. The inscription of King Mark in portal
narthex is significant as one of the finest examples of
Serbian medieval epigraphy, and the inscription on the
floor of the church at the tombstone Marina Struja (Struja ─ old Slovenian name, the wife of a leader Mank) for
its graphic qualities.

Church of Holy Sunday suffered damage due to ignition in
March 2004, as well as other churches and Serbian houses in Potkaljaja.
Marko Mrnjavcevic (about 1335-1395), the eldest son of
King Vukasin and his wife Aljena (Alena), in Serbian folk songs
known as Jevrosima. He was the Serbian king during the time of
1371─1395. In folk epic poems he was hailed as a famous hero
Marko Kraljevic. He ruled Prizren until 1372.
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CHURCH OF HOLY HEALERS
Church of Holy Healers Cosma and Damian in
Prizren Potkaljaja, below the Church of the Holy
Saviour, dates back to the nineteenth century.
Few icons from the period XVIII─XIX century were located in the church. The most famous
among them was an icon of the Prophet Elijah,
probably taken from some older church or family.
Church of Saints Cosma and Damian is especially respected by the people because of many
healings that took place in it. It often happens that
people spend the night in front of the church in order to get aid in healing.
Holy healers Cosma and Damian, a native of
Rome, were doctors and miracle workers. They
had a great gift from God to heal people and animals from all diseases and torments, for what they
didn’t seek anything in return, but only for people
to believe in Jesus Christ. They have died in year
284. Serbian Orthodox Church celebrates them on
July 1. according to the Julian, and on July 14.,
according to the Gregorian calendar.
Church of the Holy Healers was set on fire and
badly damaged in March 2004, as well as other
churches and Serbian houses in Potkaljaja. It was
renovated in 2012 and consecrated in 2015.
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CHURCH OF
HOLY NICHOLAS
(RAJKO)
Saint Nicholas (Rajko) in Prizren, is
the endowment of a Prizren nobleman
Rajko Kirizmica, whose son Bogdan is
mentioned in Prizrens written sources in
1361 and 1368.
Church of St. Nicholas (Rajko) from 1348, the emperor
Dusan enclosed to the monastery of the Holy Archangels.
The church was used until 1795, when it was plundered by
Mahmud Pasha Busatlija. The foundations of this church
were discovered during expansion of the building of the
Prizren Metropolitanate in 1857, when it was restored and
painted,as stone inscription above the west entrance shows.
The church kept the icon ‘Saint Elijah in a cave’ from the XVI century and the oldest Prizren icon of
the Virgin Hodegetria from the mid-fourteenth century, which previously stood in the iconostasis of the
church of the Virgin Ljeviske, and then transferred to the church of St. George.
Iconostasis from the XIX century is the work of painter Sergei Dimovic of Kozana, Greece. In
March pogrom in 2004, the church of St. Nicholas was mined first.

Saint Nicholas (Rajko) is located in the
courtyard of the elementary school ‘Mladen Ugarevic’.
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CHURCH OF
SAINT
PANTELEIMON
Church of St. Panteleimon, da
ting from XIV century is situated in
Pantelija, part of Prizren full of small
alleys, which is named after it.
In the Turkish era, church is now
here to be found, but Prizren women
were still gathering at the site of the
church, to celebrate the day (July 27
according to the Julian calendar and on
9 August in the Gregorian calendar).
Since its restoration in 1937, on
the Patron Saint’s day, residents have
spent all night around the church as a
congregation.
St. Panteleimon (merciful) was born in Nikomidija (now Izmit in Turkey). In addition to medical
training, which he acquired through learning, he was given the gift of healing by prayer. He lived mo
destly, and all those who approached him for help, he treated for free.
Next to the church is a fountain which was edited by one Prizren artisans, from which water flows
continuously.
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THE PRIZREN SEMINARY
Prizren Seminary of St. Cyril and
Methodius is established in 1871, in Pri
zren, during the Turkish rule. Its founder is
from Prizren, a great benefactor, Sima Andrejevic Igumanov. He donated his family
home to the Seminary, located at the base
of the old village Potkaljaja in Prizren, on
the left bank of the Bistrica.
For its survival are particularly deser
ving Russian diplomats and consul in Pri
zren, Ivan Stepanovic Jastrebov, professor,
writer and senator Petar Kostic and later
archpriest Stevan Dimitrijevic.
Ere now, many prominent people were educated here,
including two Serbian Patriarch Gavrilo Dozic and Bar
nabas Rosic, while the third, Pavle Stojcevic taught here
as bishop, and the fourth, Irinej Gavrilovic, was a profe
ssor of this school. During World War II, on 25 November of 1915, King Petar I Karadjordjevic, at the meeting
of the Command and the Government, decided to leave
his royal crown in Prizren, the „city of our greatest glory,
and now the largest accident...“,before the withdrawal of
the Serbian army in Albania, and buried it in the Prizren
Seminary, as a pledge of return to their homeland. After
capturing the city, Bulgarian occupiers were unable to
find out where he buried the crown.
Seminary was relocated to Nis in 1999, with students
and professors, and the Seminary building was set on fire
during the March 2004 riots. By 2011, regular classes in
the renovated part of the school start, and the restoration
of other buildings of the Seminary is continued and so the
creation of conditions for the education of the growing
number of seminarians.
Prizren Seminary remained the nursery of knowledge
and one of the most important pillars of Serbian people
during the difficult period of their history.
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CHURCH OF
SAINT GEORGE
(RUNOVIC)
The old church of St. George
(Runovic) from the XV century,
is located in the courtyard of the
cathedral of St. George. It was
founded by brothers Runovic. It
is located in the courtyard of the
Orthodox Cathedral of St. George.
From XVIII─XIX it was the main
church in Prizren and in it were
kept many valuable icons, 30
books written on parchment and
the Commemoration of Virgin
Ljeviska from 1436 (which was
burnt at the National Library in
Belgrade on 06.04.1941.). In it,
around the altar, were buried metropolitans, priests, and the famous
benefactor Mladen Ugarevic.

Known Prizren benefactor Mladen Ugarevic, was born in Prizren on
March 7, 1864. He bequeathed the whole estate to his people, as well as his
birth house,the school, which was named after him.
Orthodox Serbian municipality in Prizren, in gratitude to Mladen as bene
factor of its youth, buried him in the most solemn manner in the churchyard,
on the altar of the old church of St. George and raised a monument to him.
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CATHEDRAL OF
SAINT GEORGE

Cathedral of the St. George is located in the city center. It was
built by the Serbian guilds of craftsmen and traders from 1855─1887.
In 1869, they refused financial assistance of Russian Empress Maria
Alexandrovna in order to show themselves worthy of their famous
ancestors by building the church on their own. Russian consuls Timajev and Jastrebov, helped build the church and expand with their influence.
The head master was from Debar. The Baroque style iconostasis,
the work of painter Kuzman Frckovski from 1720, was obtained from
the Church of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul from Saint Andrea.
After the liberation of the city from the Turks in 1912, the church
received a bell as a gift from Serbian King Petar I Karadjordjevic.
Second bell from 1903, a gift from the Belgrade benefactor Nikola
Spasic, disappeared in March 2004 pogrom when the church was
badly damaged by mining and burning. The temple was renovated by
2010 and it is re-used for divine service.
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DIOCESE
Bishop’s Residence (Bishop’s Palace)
was the seat of the bishop of Prizren.
Prizren Diocese is mentioned since
1019. The building of the old Prizren
Metropolitanate with the episcopal chapel
was located about fifty meters southeast
of the Virgin Ljeviska. On its ruins the
Turks built the clock tower with a bell.
After converting the church of the Virgin
Ljeviska into a mosque, in the middle of
the eighteenth century, its headquarters
were moved to the church of St. George
(Runoviceva). In the building of the Diocese, until 1915, was the seat of the Ru
ssian Consulate, until its closure in 1915,
when it becomes quarter of Diocese again.

In the building of Prizren diocese, then Metropolitanate , on
the 26 of November 1915, the Supreme Command of the Serbian
army, Serbian government in exile, regent Aleksandar and King
Petar I Liberator, at their last meeting, made a decision on the
withdrawal through Albania.
During the March 2004 pogrom, the building was set on fire.
It was renovated in 2010 and is re-used.
Bishop Pavle Stojcevic, the latter Serbian Patriarch served
and lived in it since 1957-1990.

His Holiness Serbian Patriarch Pavle (Gojko Stojcevic,
1914-2009).
He was enthroned as the Bishop of Raska and Prizren in
Prizren Cathedral in 1957,and spent 33 years there, until 1990,
when he was elected as the 44th head of the Serbian Orthodox
Church.
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PRIZREN BISTRICA

River runs through Prizren, the Prizren Bistrica, which divides Prizren into two parts, and flows
trough town in a multitude of streams and gaps. Originating at the Shar-Mountain, running the length of
31 km and confluences into the Beli Drim.
In Prizren, Prizren Bistrica coasts are bound by with over 10 bridges. The most famous is the stone
bridge from the XVI century, upstream from it is Arasta bridge from the XVIII century, the bridge on
Maras and the Emperor Dusan’s bridge near the Holy Archangels Monastery. Downstream from the
Stone bridge,most famous are the Blue bridge (formerly Wooden) and Suzi Çelebi bridge from 1513.
The two largest bridge near Prizren, on the road Prizren - Djakovica were Svanjski bridge over the White
Drin from the thirteenth century and Terzijski bridge over the river Erenik
(Ribnik) from the XVIII century. The old stone bridge over the Prizren
Bistrica river in the city center, links the old and the new part of town.
Bridge arose after the conquest by the Turks in Prizren, and no later than
the beginning of the XVI century. The arches and vaults were built of
stone and gravel and space between them covered with plain river stone.
Bridge has three vaults (openings) and one of them, on the right bank of
the river, was buried during the regulation of the river.
In the past, entrances of the bridge were decorated with
oriental shops. When the floods in 1979 ripped the stone
bridge and part of the bank, a three-part monument was discovered as part of a necropolis dating back to the I-III AC,
on which are inscribed old Serbian, Celtic, Hebrew and La
tin words. In 1982, a new bridge was reconstructed, identical to the old, stone bridge.
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KALAJA FORTRESS
Kalaja Fortress was built in the XI century on
the important strategic position at 500 m above
sea level, above Prizren and canyon of Prizren
Bistrica. The interior of the fortress covers an
area of 1.6 hectares. In it were built places of
worship, Church St. Athanasius, and on its ruins, Sahat Tower, in 1805. It was used to monitor
the movement of caravans and armies. It houses
a water reservoir and a host of underground co
rridors and catacombs. One has even led to the
Monastery of Holy Archangels. Archaeological digs established the first period of construction that fits Byzantine Prizdrijani (XI century).
It was continued in the time of Emperor Dusan
and then in the Turkish period. The name derives
from the Turkish words ‘kale’ which means fortress, and possibly from the Latin word ‘castrum’
which means fortified castle, fortress.

OLD TOWN HOUSE
House in Potkaljaja, Pantelija and Potokmala, characterized by small lots with narrow,
cobbled and flowery courtyards, over which rise
multi-storey, multi-colored blockhouse with a
stunning view of the city.
House in the plain is
cha
rac
terized by larger parcel with a stream, fountain,
garden and orchard, a large
porch on the ground floor and
luxurious blockhouse on the
floor, painted white.
Interior old Prizren houses was made of carved wooden ceiling, chest of drawers,
shelves, ottoman covered
with carpet.
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OLD CRAFTS
Period of Dusan’s Empire (XIV century), for Prizren, was the century
of the largest commercial prosperity. Skin was processed in the town and
exported and in the surrounding area gold was rinsed and money was
minted.
Under the Turks, handcraft was gaining in
diversity by creating master of weapons, coppersmiths, cobblers, potters, farriers, chibouk (cigar
holder) makers and especially with a silversmith
who refined the way of making jewelry from the
time of Dusan by manual work, filigree, especially during the ‘golden era’ in the XIX century.

TOWN APPAEREL
Serbian costumes are characterized
Turkish trousers made of silk, taffeta or
brocade with gilt ornaments and trousers, silk, patterned belt around the waist
and from the upper clothing, vest or juba,
made from brocade or velvet, decorated
with gatan and gilt ornaments. On the
head were head ornaments with coins,
waist buckles around the waist and embroidered slippers on her feet.
This costume is,along with mens,
part of Prizren traditional weddings.

Turkish women were dressed in
shulwar, waistcoat and shirt, on her
head was selben or mafes, clogs or
slippers on her feet. Albanian woman’s
costume is characterized by a red waistcoat over a shirt, cotton belt, overcoat,
scarf and colorful viel over her face.
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Anterija as part
of Prizren
Serbian
costumes.

The iconostasis of the Cathedral of St. George, before the destruction in the 2004.
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